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VMERSEYSIDE FREE RADIO SCENE  Week ending Sunday 25th September

Due to prior commitments between 11:30am and 10:00pm on Saturday, very little listening
has been done at a time when plenty seems to be happening, but few stations are heard, It
would seem to be a logical conclusion from some of the things heard that the Home Office
has at last decided tc try to take some action against the pirate statidns, Radio Eleanor
operated intermittantly and closed down early on 17th September, "due to circumstances
beyond our control®, MAR said at midday on 18th September that they were closing down "be~
cause the GFO0 have been seen in the immediate vicinity" and they operated intermittantly
from them on, On the same day, Station "M" Internationzl suffered a few breaks in transm-
ission "due to circumstances beyond our control", This weekend, LPR said that they closed
down early last weekend "due to GP0 activity", Steve Bishop apologised for the breaks in
MAR's transmissions, and Tom Lodge thanked Peter Heaton and Phil James "for standing guard®.
Now for this week's news, A reminder that listening time has been scarce, and that the
notes only include what was actually heard, Anything could have happened in between the times
noted!
RADIO FLEANOR were heard "testing"™ on 1449kHz on Monday night, but were not discavered
until 10:30pm, and they signed off at 10:45pm, Reception was very difficult
with co-channel QRM from SENDER FREIES BERLIN, splatter from RADIO LUXEMBOURG on 1440kHz
and splatter from BBC RADIO MANCHESTRR(relaying Radio 2). The latter was featuring "Beat
the Tune", but I have been unable to pin this down to Radio 2, Radio Eleanor showed up on
i413kHz on Saturday. They said that "tests" carried out through the week were from a temp-
orary location, From next weekend, they are announcing both Saturday and Sunday operation
on 1449kHz, and confirm the change of frequency to avoid Station "M" transmissions on
Sundays. I hope they do succeed, as they are my favourite station: Good signal, excellent
DJs, no "idle" chat or superfluous comments, nice flowing style and a good mix of music,
They are also very gocd at informing listeners of what is planned for the coming weeks,
and having made the announcement, they stick to it!! On Saturday their schedule seems to
have been disrupted, due to the absence of Clarke Kent, but I was not able to determine the
exact schedule, Think they signed-on an hour late, and signed off an hour early to close the
gap left by the absence of "Surerman”, . =

PEANUT XENNY STATION something was heard on or around 1512kHz on Tuesday night at 6:30pm

on a pocket-portable while out in the park with the dog, The station
was playing continuous music, without announcement, but signed-off at 6:45pm before I had
chance to check the frequency, On Sunday 25th September, Station "M™ announced that very
few suggestions for 2z name for this new station had been received, but response this week
had been gocd, and it had been decided to extend the competition for twe more wecks, Their
interview with Peanut Xenny has thus been postponed for a while,

LIVERPOOL PTRATE RADIO on Monday night, some noises, but no modulation, were heard on or
near to 1355kHz at about 6:30pm, Whatever it was disappeared at
about 7:00pm, I believed that it might have been CENTRAL RADIO experimenting with a repair-
ed transmitter, However, on Saturday 24th September, at 1:17pm, LPR were heard on 1355kHz,
They were apologising for problems with the "Authorities" last weekend, and announcing the
a Jeff Store, Phil Davies, Jim Brown, Chuck Brogan line-up, This is LPR plus Jim Brown of
Central Radic!, Think that the 5pm - 6pm slot might have been Paul West of Central Radio,
instead of Chuck Brogan of LFR, but reception in the Moreton area was not very good, The
new 15, Finchley Road, Anfield, Liverpool 14 2TL, address has been announced for the past
couple of weeks, Reception on Saturday was very poor, but I thought at various times that
they were announcing Saturday only operation, and at others Saturday and Sunday operation,
However, on Sunday 25th September they were not heard at all, Last weekend, I tried to
contact them during their phone-in, but could enly get a "number unobtainable'" tone,
Reception was poor, but I picked up the phone number at least 6§ times before I tried it!!

MERSEYLAND ALTERNATIVE RADIO were heard at 1:20pm on Saturday 24th September, and from ann-
ouncements, it seems that they probably signed-on at nocn
They seem to have disappeared from the air at about 3:30 or 3:45pm, but were back again by
6:45pm, From announcements, it seems that Dave Graham did the 8pm - 10pm slot, and Steve
Bishop the 10pm - midrnight slot, During the latter slot, Steve Bishop an~ounced that MAR
would be on the air throushout the night, At midnight he handed over to Dave Graham, who was
still on the air at 12:2Cam last listen, On Sunday 25th September, they were still on the
air at 10:30am first listen, with PETE FERRY(BERRY?) and DAVE GRAHAM, They went off the air
very suddenly at 12:07pm, but were back again shortly afterwards with a very distorted sig-

nal, which improved later, It seems from annocuncements that Dave Graham and Pete Ferry kept
the station on the air from Midnight Saturday to lpm on Sunday, :

If so, then T admire their
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stamina, Heard since then have been:-

lpm ~ 3pm Paul West(alias Andy Davies); Zpm - S5pm(?) Jchn Dwyer, who was still on "air" at
5:20pm, Af 6:05pm, Steve Bishop was on the air, apologising for intermittant operation,
and saying that they hoped that "normal operation", with the Allen Ross Show, would be re-
sumed at Tpm., At T:20pm, a strange voice, probably that: of Allan Ross was heard. Shortly
after 9pm, Dave Graham was on the air, and just afterl0:09pm, Steve Bishop was announcing
that he would be on the air u til midnight close-down( with the station back on the air at
8am next Saturday)

STATION "M" INTERNATTONAL, was already on the air at first listen at 10:30am cn Sunday 25th.
They were playing a tape of Radio Caroline’s "DIXIE PEACH SHOW",
but this sounded more like a "studio recording" than off-air reception, After a run-through
of the station's jingles tape, they opened with the Phil James Show at 10:45am.

Heard today have been 10:45am Phil James; 11l:45am Pete Heaton; 12:45pm Xevin Palmer; l:45pm
John Freeman; 3:00pm Tom Lodge; 4:05pm Marty Collins; 5:05pm Eric Momaghan

After this, things seem to have gone completely wrong, At 6:56pm, Tom Lodge was heard to
announce that the station had been playing continuous music for the past 45 minutes, and tha
the tape decks had "packed-up" completely, Phone calls were %knowledged, but record requests
were not played, the latter being promised for next week, News from Tom Lodge has 2lready
been been reported, but I tried to ring the station during the second half of the phone-in, .
‘but could only get the “engaged" toney Tom Lodge said that the phone box was " jammed"

during the latter part of the phone-in , so this probably explains a few things, Next week
‘we are promised a few details of Station "M" International's future plans,

RADIO JACKIE NORTH were not heard on Saturday 24th, possibly due to almost flat batteries
in the pocket-portable, On Sunday 25th, they were heard from 12:45pm on
977kHz with a good signal, Steve West was not heard, but I dib not listen between 4pm and
épm, By 6:15pm the signal was accompanied by a very nasty "het" from slightly HF, and at
T:45pm it was only the ™ het®" that was heard,
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PSS Mersevland ArerNATNE Ribio ARE NOW ANNCLNCING A MAILING ADICES
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